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The basic information the two articles are conveying is about civic participation, what it encompasses and its benefits. Civic participation involves formal and informal activities that are geared towards helping the community in order to make a difference. The acts of civic engagement can be voting, volunteering, community activities, social media activities, church or religious activities. The author of the article ‘Civic Engagement and the Benefits’ is Joy Laws while the author of the other article is unknown. 
The first article, ‘Civic engagement and the Benefits’ focuses more on the benefits of civic participation. These includes bringing change in our government and country through health benefits due to giving time to a valuable activity and keeping cognitive functions active (Laws 1). The other article maintains a balance through explaining what civic participation encompasses and its benefits. For example, the third paragraph talks about participating in the electoral process by voting and registering voters as an example of civic engagement and then goes on to further explain how the act can have an impact on health. Though not distinct from each other, the works go deeper into the topic, explaining civic participation according to the authors’ points of view.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Civic engagement, as defined in the articles, may indeed work a difference in the lives of community members and help develop knowledge, skills, values and motivation to make that difference. One benefit that stood out in my perspective in the articles was the ability of civic participation to improve one’s physical, psychological and emotional health. That could be a great motivational factor for participation in civic engagement activities. The articles explained broadly what civic participation is and how it can be beneficial to an individual and the community in general.
	
	
	



